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Abstract: As a result of globalization, customers are able to source from a wider 
range of suppliers. This leads to a growing pressure especially on SME’s to align 
their businesses to the needs of their market contrary. To accomplish this goal, 
companies need to be more agile, flexible and adaptive to a changing environment. 
To cope with this environment, a key element for companies is a fast and detailed 
response to inquiries of their customers. Automation and Integration of CAD 
(Computer Aided Design), CAM (Computer Aided Manufacturing) and CAP 
(Computer Aided Planning) is necessary to accomplish this goal. Automation in this 
context means an automated process planning and work scheduling, with specific 
connections to Integration. Integration correlates to a functional, computer 
interpretable description of resources which describes the ability to create value of a 
company. 
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